Subdivision Regulations Article III Urban Design Principles


ARTICLE III
 DESIGN PRINCIPLES

Section 19: Urban Design Principles

The design of each subdivision shall be prepared in accordance with the land use, community facilities, transportation, utility and related principles contained in these regulations as follows:


1.
The size of lots and blocks and other areas for residential and other developed land uses should 
be designed to provide adequate light, air, open space, landscaping with living plants and 
off‑street parking.


2.
The arrangement of lots and blocks and the street system should be designed to make the most 


advantageous use of existing topography, natural views and scenic vistas and natural physical 


features.  Tree masses and large individual trees should be preserved.  The system of roadways, 


sidewalks and bikeways should be designed to take advantage of the areas visual qualities.


3.
Circulation in subdivisions within Lewisburg should be provided in accordance with the 



following design principals.


a.
Major streets should be located on the perimeter of the residential neighborhood.


b.
Minor streets should be designed to provide access 
to each parcel under separate ownership, in a manner that will discourage use by through traffic.  They 
should be planned so that future expansion will not require the conversion of minor streets to collector or major streets.


c.
Collector streets should be designed to provide a 
direct route from minor streets to the major or




expressway road system, and to provide access to 
community facilities and activity centers. Collector 
streets should not be aligned in a way that will encourage their use by through traffic.


d.
Ingress to single family residential properties should be provided only on minor and collector streets.

e. Pedestrian ways should be separated from roadways used by vehicular traffic.  Sidewalks should be designed to provide all residential building sites with direct access to neighborhood

f. 
Bicycle lanes or bicycle paths should be provided and separated form pedestrian and vehicular traffic when possible.  Bicycle routes should be designed to provide access to major focal points within and beyond the neighborhood.


4.
Minimum standards for development are contained within these regulations.  If only the 



minimum standards are used in designing new subdivisions, monotony will result.  Subdivision 


design should strive to complement Lewisburg’s unique historic, natural and scenic qualities.
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Section 20: Lots and Building Lines

(a)
Front yard building lines and exterior side yard building lines shall be provided in accordance with the 


front yards and exterior side yards established for the various districts in the Lewisburg Zoning 
Ordinance.

(b) 
Restrictions on buildings to be located within the building lines shown on the plat shall be set forth on 
the plat.

(c) 
Residential lots for single family detached units shall be not less that fifty feet in width at the front 
building line and shall abut a street a distance not less that thirty five feet, except that a corner lot shall 
not be less that sixty feet in width at the front building line.

(d)
Side lot lines shall be approximately at right angles to straight street lines or radial to curved street 
lines.

(e)
The area of residential lots shall not be less than that which is required by the Lewisburg Zoning Code, 
except where they may be approved as part of a Planned Development subdivision.

(f)
Double frontage and reverse frontage lots should be avoided, except where they may be needed to 
provide separation of residential developments from major streets or to overcome specific disadvantages 
of topography or orientation.

Section 21: Easements

(a)
The subdivider shall dedicate to the public appropriate easements to the end that each and every lot, 
piece, or parcel of land within subdivision shall have access to all available essential public facilities.

(b)
Where a subdivision is traversed by a watercourse, drainage channel or stream, there shall be provided a 
right‑of‑way and access thereto for drainage and public utility purposes. In the case of sinkholes, the 
Planning Commission shall require the dedication of appropriate access or drainage easements.

(c) 
Reserve strips as defined in these regulations shall be prohibited.

Section 22: Design Standards: Planned Development Subdivisions

Whenever a subdivision is developed under the Planned Development Overlay Zoning District classification, the Planning Commission may vary the requirements of these regulations in accordance with the Lewisburg Zoning Code in order to allow the subdivider more freedom in the arrangement of streets, lots, and building lines, but at the same time protect the convenience, health, safety and welfare of future residents, as well as the character of the surrounding property and general welfare of the community.  In no case, however, shall the proposed design violate other requirements of the Lewisburg Zoning ordinance or be construed in such a manner as to circumvent the requirements for adequate streets, easements, sidewalks and other essential public improvements.
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Section 23: Public Areas and Open Space

Parks shall be provided in accordance with the requirements and standards set forth in Article VII.

Section 24: Subdivision Design Standards: Sidewalks

(a) 
All residential subdivisions or portions thereof, except those subdivisions within the RR Rural 
Residential zones, shall have installed in them sidewalks to serve each lot and parcel of land situated 
within the subdivision.

(b) 
No plat shall receive the approval of either the Planning Commission or City Council unless provisions 
for the installation of sidewalks are part of said plat.

Section 25: Subdivision Design Standards: Streets

It is the intent of this section that all lots and blocks provided in a subdivision abut on a street adequate to accommodate all traffic generated in a reasonable and safe manner. The arrangement, character, grade, width and location of all streets shall be designed in accordance with the following provisions.


1.
Each subdivision shall provide for the continuation of all major and collector streets.


2.
Residential lots shall not front onto a major street but only abut on rear and side lot lines, unless 


a road is provided for access purposes or when residential lots are more than two acres in size.


3.
Subdivision streets shall not open onto major streets except at an average interval of not 



less than one​ quarter mile, measured from the centerlines.


4.
Minor streets shall be laid so that their use by through traffic will be discouraged, but easy 


accessibility by emergency and maintenance vehicles must be maintained, where possible by 


more than one access point.


5.
Collector streets shall be provided in the subdivision wherever traffic is being collected from 


minor streets to provide access to a major street or community facility.  Any street shall be 


deemed a collector street when it serves more than fifty dwelling units.


6.
A tentative plan of the proposed future street system shall be shown on the preliminary plat.

7.
When a tract is subdivided into larger than normal building lots or parcels, such lots or parcels 


shall be so arranged as to permit the logical extension of future streets and appropriate 



resubdivision, with provision for adequate utility easements and connections for such 



resubdivision.
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9. A street crossing another street should continue on the same alignment: however, if it does not, then the offset should be not less than one hundred and twenty‑five feet measured from the centerlines.
10. Street right‑of‑way widths, pavement and sidewalk construction specifications and construction standards shall be in accordance with requirements of the City of Lewisburg Department of Public Works.


10.
Half‑streets shall be prohibited.


11.
No street names shall be used which will duplicate or be confused with existing streets.  Street 


names and house numbers shall be subject to approval of the Department of Public Works.

Sections 26 and 27: Reserved
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