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ARTICLE X 
SIGNS

Section 86: Purpose

The purpose of the sign section of the ordinance is to:

1. Protect each person’s Constitutional right to freedom of speech;


2.
Protect the public health, safety, convenience, comfort, and general welfare.

Section 87: Objectives

This Article regulates the time, place and manner in which signs are displayed to achieve the following:


1.
Permit non‑commercial signs on any private property within the City, subject to the 


provisions of this Article.


2.
Permit signs without unconstitutionally regulating the information displayed by each sign;


3.
Permit signs that do not constitute a hazard to the public safety;


4.
Permit commercial signs appropriate to the land use and/or zoning classification of each 


property within the City;


5.
Create a more aesthetically‑pleasing City;


6.
Eliminate visual clutter within the City.

Section 88: Exempt Signs

The following signs shall be exempt on the basis that they implement a compelling government interest in protecting the health and safety of persons and property in the City, and shall not require permits.


1.
Temporary or permanent signs erected and maintained by the City, County, State or 


Federal Government for traffic direction or for direction to or identification of a 



government facility or event as declared by the Mayor.


2.
Directional ground signs not to exceed two signs per driveway indicating entrance and 


exit locations with size not to exceed three (3) square feet per sign face and (4) feet in 


height.


3.
Flag, emblems and insignias of national, state or local political subdivisions.


4.
Name and/or address descriptions mounted to the front wall of a building, lamppost, or 


similar post in the front yard not to exceed two (2) square feet in sign area.


5.
Any window sign located inside or behind a window shall not be subject to the provisions 

of this ordinance, except to comply with Section 89, Prohibited Signs, provided that the 


window sign is located in a building where a commercial or industrial use is permitted as 


a principal use, or a conditional use permit has been approved, and provided that it is not 


more than 25% of any window area.


6.
Flags which are considered to be home flags that are placed to show spirit, pride or some 


type of season or activity.

Section 89: Prohibited Permanent and Temporary Signs

All signs not expressly permitted under this Article or exempt from these regulations under the previous section are prohibited in the City; such signs include but are not limited to:

1. Abandoned signs.

2. Beacons and searchlights, except for emergency health or safety purposes.

3. Billboards and other off‑premise signs, except as may be permitted by subsection 10, Section 90. 

4.
Blinking, flashing or intermittent lighting signs, including time and temperature and message 
center signs.

5.
Moving, animated or rotating signs.

6.
Pennants, streamers and similar devices.

7.
All helium, gas and air balloons located on or anchored to structures, vehicles, the ground 
or anything connected to the ground.

8.

Portable signs.

9.

Roof signs, which extend above the roofline.

10.

Signs attached to any tree, utility pole or fence and signs painted directly on buildings, rocks, 
tree and other natural features.

11.

Signs attached to the face of accessory buildings, except those attached to automatic teller 
machines or similar structures.

12.

Any sign, which constitutes a traffic hazard or a detriment to public safety or may be confused 
with traffic control signal or device or the light of an emergency or road equipment vehicle.

13.

Signs, which make use of words, symbols, phrases or characters in such a manner as to interfere 
with, mislead or confuse traffic. 

14.

Signs or parts thereof which are erected within or above a public right‑of‑way, except as may be 
permitted on a temporary basis by the Mayor.

15.

Spinning devices or strings of spinning devices.

16. 
Electronic copy signs. 

17. 
Window signs, including approved temporary signs in any district, which cover more than 25% 
of the total window area.

Section 90: General Provisions

A sign shall be designed, erected, altered, reconstructed, moved and maintained with accordance in the provisions of this Article unless specifically modified by another section of this ordinance.


1.
Permits Required.




A sign permit shall be required for the construction, erection, relocation or alteration of 



any sign, unless as specifically exempted by this ordinance. A sign shall comply with all 



City zoning, building, electrical and fire codes.



2.
Nonconforming Signs.



See: Nonconforming Situations, Article IV of this ordinance. 



3.
Maintenance of Signs. 




Every sign, whether requiring a permit or not, shall be maintained in a safe, presentable 


and good structural condition at all times, including replacement of defective parts and 


painting and cleaning of said sign.





4.  
 Removal of Dangerous or Defective Signs.




The Mayor or an appointed designee may immediately remove or cause to be removed 


any sign deemed to be a danger or defective or which in the opinion of the Mayor may be 


dangerous to persons or property.



5.
Removal of Unlawful Signs in the Public Right‑of‑way. The Mayor may remove, or 


cause to be removed any unlawful sign in the public right‑of‑way.



6.
Sign Location with Respect to Frontages. Sign area permitted by virtue of premises 


having lot frontage or building frontage shall be located only along that frontage which 


generates the permitted sign area.



7.
Commercial Messages. All commercial information conveyed by any sign permitted 


under this ordinance must pertain to the premises on which the sign is located, except as 


specifically approved under subsection 10 of this Section.



8.
Sign Spacing Requirements.




No ground, pole or freestanding sign shall be located within fifty (50) feet of another 



ground, pole or freestanding sign.



9.
Duration of Temporary Signs.



Temporary signs as permitted by this ordinance may be erected for a period not to exceed 


sixty (60) days, except as otherwise dictated in this Article. Extensions to the 60-



day limitation may be permitted by the Mayor upon application and demonstration of 


reasonable justification by the agent or owner of the temporary sign.

10. Exception to Off‑Premises Sign Prohibitions Upon application and approval by the Board of Zoning Appeals, an off‑premise sign(s) may be permitted for a specified period of limited duration and subject to renewal or removal at the discretion of the Board of Zoning Appeals.

11. All signs within the Historic District Overlay Zone requiring a permit are subject to approval by the Historic Landmarks Commission.

Section 91: Permitted Sign Standards

In addition to any other requirement that may be contained within this Article, the following standards and requirements shall apply to all allowed signs:

(a)
Ground signs shall not be allowed on any lot with less than fifty (50) feet of frontage on a public right‑of‑way

(b)
Projecting signs shall be mounted or installed a minimum of nine (9) feet in height above the ground and shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet in height above the ground.

(c)
A wall sign shall not extend more than twelve (12) inches from the wall on the building on which it is mounted, shall not extend above the top of the wall to which it is attached, shall not extend beyond the limits of any wall to which it is attached and shall have hidden structural supports.

(d)
Awning signs may be used in lieu of, but not in addition to wall signs for an individual establishment. If illuminated, such awning sign shall have lighting concealed from view.

Section 92: Landscaping Requirements

A permanent ground sign shall require a single continuous landscaped area to be maintained beneath the sign in accordance with the following standards

1.
The minimum landscaped area shall be equal to the area of the sign face.

2.
The landscaped area shall include all points where sign structural supports attach to the ground.

3.
Where the required landscaping area is adjacent to a paved surface accessible to vehicular traffic, a raised non‑mountable curb to prevent the encroachment of vehicles shall be required.

4.   The landscape area shall contain living plantings aesthetically located and maintained.

Section 93: Temporary Signs

(a)
Temporary signs(s) allowed by this ordinance are listed below. Up to two (2) temporary signs shall be permitted per lot frontage subject to the following requirements:

1. Contains information which pertains only to the “for sale”, “for rent”, or “for lease” status of the premises on which the sign is located, and conforms to size and height requirements to the zoning district in which it is located. No permit shall be required for these signs.


2.
Pertains to future use status of property under construction and which conforms to height and 
size requirements for the zoning district in which it is located. Temporary sign of this type shall 
not be displayed for duration longer than six (6) months.


3.
Political advocacy or local activity advertising of a temporary nature (e.g. yard sales, reunions) 
that comply with posting time limits and must be promptly removed. No permit shall be required 
for these signs.

Section 94: Signs Allowed in the OC District

Signs within this district shall be limited to those, which direct, explain, interpret or regulate facilities; uses and activities permitted upon OC zoned lands. A permit is required.

Section 95: Signs Allowed in the RR, RO, and R1 Districts

(a) A sign permit for any permanent sign in this Section shall not be required, except as required in subsection f of this Section.

(b) No sign may be illuminated.

(c)
Projecting signs shall be prohibited, except as allowed in Section 88, subsection 4.

(d)
Ground signs shall be allowed only as follows:


1.
Only temporary ground signs are allowed. Permanent ground signs shall be prohibited, 


except as allowed in Section 88, subsection 4.



2.
A temporary ground sign advertising a garage sale to be held on the premises shall be 


displayed for a period of time not to exceed three (3) days maximum.



3.
The sign face shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area and the sign area shall not 


exceed twelve (12) square feet.



4.
The sign height shall not exceed four (4) feet.

(e) One wall sign may be allowed on each dwelling unit and each sign shall not exceed two (2) square feet in area.

 (f)
Notwithstanding limitations found elsewhere in Section 96, permanent 




subdivision sign(s) may be erected subject to the following requirements:


1
One (1) ground sign may be erected at each major entrance to a subdivision.



2.
The sign face shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in sign area and six (6) feet in 


height.



3.
Each sign base shall be landscaped in an amount equal to the total sign area.


4.
Each sign may be illuminated, provided that the illumination does not shine directly onto 


any adjoining residential zoned property.



5.
A permit shall be required for each approved sign allowed under this subsection.

Section 96: Signs Allowed in the R2 District

(a)
Ground signs shall be allowed as follows:


1.
Only one (1) sign shall be allowed on each premises. However the two sign faces of a 


ground sign may be split into two signs and situated at the main entrances of a 



development, provided that each sign shall have only one (1) sign face that does not 


exceed the maximum allowed by this ordinance.


2.
The sign height shall not exceed six (6) feet.



3.
The allowed sign area shall not exceed one (1) square foot of sign area per ten (10) linear 



feet of lot frontage and shall not exceed thirty‑two (32) square feet in sign 
face area and 



sixty‑four (64) feet in sign area.

Temporary signs may be allowed in accordance with Section 93.

(c) Each sign may be externally illuminated with white light. No temporary sign may 
be illuminated.

(d) All permanent signs require permits.

Section 97: Signs Allowed in the OR District


(a)
Ground signs shall be allowed as follows:


1.
Only one (1) sign shall be permitted on each premises. However, the two sign faces of a 
ground sign may be split into two signs and situated at the main entrances of a 
development, provided that each sign shall have only one (1) sign face that does not 
exceed the maximum allowed by this ordinance.


2.
The sign height shall not exceed six (6) feet.


3.
The allowed sign area shall not exceed one (1) square foot of sign area per ten (10) linear 
feet of lot frontage and not exceed thirty‑two (32) square feet in sign face area and 
sixty‑four (64) square feet in sign area.


(b)
Wall signs shall be allowed as follows:


1.
One (1) wall sign may be allowed at each main entrance of any principal building on 
the property.


2.
No wall sign may exceed eight (8) square feet in area.


(c)
Temporary signs may be allowed in accordance with Section 93.


(d)
Each sign may be externally illuminated with white light. No temporary sign may 




be illuminated.


(e)
All permanent signs require permits.

Section 98: Signs Allowed in the EI District

      (a)
All permanent signs may be illuminated; temporary signs shall not be illuminated. 

(b)
Permanent ground and projecting signs may be allowed as follows:

1. One ground or projecting sign may be erected at each main vehicle entrance to the facility or institution.

2. The ground sign(s) shall not exceed thirty‑two (32) square feet in sign face area.

3. The ground sign(s) shall not exceed six (6) feet in height.

4.
Directional signs within the grounds of the site shall be allowed provided they are no greater than four (4) feet in height.

 (c)
Permanent wall signs shall be allowed as follows:

1. There is no restriction on the number of wall signs reasonably necessary to adequately identify buildings and related facilities.

2. Wall signs shall not exceed nine (9) square feet in sign area.

3. The aggregate area of signs on any single building shall not exceed forty‑five (45) square feet.

(d) Temporary signs may be allowed in accordance with Section 93.

(e)
All permanent signs require permits.

Section 99: Signs Allowed in the CC District

(a) One (1) ground sign may be allowed per entrance not to exceed fifteen feet (15) in height. If a ground sign is erected, it shall be in lieu of, not in addition to, any allowed wall or projecting signs.

(b)

Wall and projecting signs may be permitted as follows:

1. Each principal building entrance may display wall or projecting signs not to exceed twelve (12) square feet in sign face. Projecting signs, where used, shall be mounted or installed a minimum of nine (9) feet above the surrounding ground and shall not extend within eighteen (18) inches of the curb line of the adjoining street.


2.
On a premises where tenants occupy upper floors, business plaques may be displayed at 
each major building entrance, up to a maximum of twelve (12) square feet per 
entrance, identifying said tenants.



3.
Window signs are permitted so long as the overall window sign limitations of no more 




than 25% of any window may be covered by a window sign is met.

(c)        Any sign, when illuminated, shall be externally illuminated with white light only.

(d)
All permanent signs require permits.

Section 100: Signs Allowed in the Cl, C2, Il and IC Districts (I2 changed to IC 5-19-98, O-100)

(a) All permanent signs may be illuminated. Temporary signs shall not be illuminated.

(b) No sign shall be located in such a manner as to be primarily viewed from residential used or zoned property.

(c) Permanent ground signs shall be permitted as follows:

1. Only one (1) ground sign shall be allowed on a premises.

2 The ground sign shall not exceed one‑half (1/2) square foot of sign area per one (1) linear foot of lot frontage not to exceed sixty‑four (64) square feet in sign face.

3 Ground signs shall be a maximum height of eight (8) feet at the street right‑of‑way line and for each additional five (5) feet of sign setback, one (1) foot may be added in sign height not to exceed total sign height of sixteen (16) feet. 
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(d) Permanent wall or projecting signs shall be permitted as follows:

1. There is no restriction on the number of wall signs permitted per premise; however, the total area of all wall signs shall not exceed one and one‑half (1 ½) square feet of sign area per one (1) linear foot of building frontage.

2. Projecting signs shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet in total sign face.

(e) Temporary signs shall be allowed in accordance with Section 93.

(f) All permanent signs require permits.

Section 101: Multiple Business Occupancies

(a)
In a building, grouping of buildings or premises with multiple business occupants, signage should be apportioned on the basis of square footage of building space occupied or other suitable method of equitable apportionment. Failure to satisfactorily apportion available signage between tenant(s) shall not be considered a hardship reason for requesting a variance to allow additional signage on a premises.

Section 102: Usage of Mesh Sign Holders

(Added 1-17-95, O-83)

(a) Usage of the sign holders is limited to service and religious organizations whose principal meeting place is within the city limits.  Organizations whose functions are primarily social are not authorized to display signs.

(b) Signs are limited in size.  Each sign must be wholly enclosed within a circle of approximately 30 inches in diameter.

(c) Sign permits are required.  Fees are chargeable to using organizations in the same manner as other signs within the City.

(d) Signs shall be metal, unlighted, and nonreflective.

(e) Rusty, illegible, or dilapidated signs or those representing nonexistent organizations are declared a public nuisance and shall be removed immediately on such derermination by the Zoning Officer.

(f) The total number of signs which may be placed on any mesh sign holder is limited (12-15 depending on sign size).  The Zoning Officer shall keep a waiting list should there be valid applications which cannot be accommodated on the mesh sign holders.

(g) On approval of an application by the Zoning Officer, the City is responsible for sign installation.

(h) An annual maintenance fee set by the City Council will be charged to each displaying organization for each sign displayed.  This fee will be used by the City to defray the cost of keeping the holders in good repair.

Section 103: 
Reserved
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