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Minutes of City Council

December 21, 2010

Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, December 21, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chamber located at 942 Washington Street West.

PRESENT: Mayor John Manchester, Recorder Shannon Ninnemann, CMC; Councilmembers: Josh Baldwin, Mark Bowe, Andrew Evans, Mark Etten and Beverly White; Public Works Director Mark Carver; Police Chief Tim Stover, Zoning Officer Ken Tubbs and Fire Chief Wayne Pennington.
 VISITORS: Reporters; Tina Alvey of the Beckley Register Herald, Heather Blake of the West Virginia Daily News and Peggy Mackenzie of the Mountain Messenger; and Cathy Sawyer of the Greenbrier Valley Theatre. 
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor John Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Recorder Ninnemann gave the invocation and Councilmember White led the pledge of allegiance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

November 16, 2010

Councilmember White made a motion to approve the November 16, 2010 regular session minutes as presented. Councilmember Evans seconded the motion. With three (3) in favor and two (2) abstained (Etten & Bowe) the motion carried. 
COMMUNICATION FROM THE MAYOR:

Funding request from Greenbrier Valley Theatre

Mayor Manchester announced that Meredith Donnelly with Greenbrier Valley Theatre had previously appeared before City Council to place a funding request for matching funds for grant money to renovate the façade of the Theatre building on Washington Street and/or to upgrade the security system. After having discussed the request at the December 14 Finance Committee meeting, the Finance Committee recommended City Council only approve the expenditure of matching funds for the façade renovation project in the amount of $3,125.
Councilmember Bowe made a motion to approve the request for matching funds in the amount of $3,125 for the façade renovation project for Greenbrier Valley Theatre on Washington Street. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) abstention (White) the motion carried.
Outstanding Recycling Reward Recipient 2010
Mayor Manchester asked Recorder Ninnemann to explain the history of the Outstanding Recycling Reward. Ninnemann answered the award, which has been given annually since 2005, recognizes Lewisburg residents who actively participate in the City’s recycling program. She stated that John Blake, Jr., who was not able to attend the meeting, was the recipient for 2010. 

Board of Zoning Appeals Board reappointment

Mayor Manchester announced that Brentz Thompson who had been asked to serve another three year term had agreed. He recommended City Council approve that reappointment.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to reappoint Brentz Thompson to a three year term on the Board of Zoning Appeals which appointment will expire on December 30, 2014. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

PROCLAMATIONS:
National Suicide Survivors Day
Recorder Ninnemann read a portion of a proclamation announcing November 20, 2010 as National Suicide Survivors Day in the City of Lewisburg.

ORDINANCES:

Ordinance 217, Suddenlink franchise agreement, 2nd reading and public hearing
Mayor Manchester stated that Michael Kelemen had asked to that this ordinance be tabled until the January 2011 meeting. Manchester explained that Kelemen had fallen on ice and was unable to attend the meeting. 
Councilmember Etten made a motion to table Ordinance 217 until the January 2011 City Council meeting. Councilmember Evans seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Ordinance 218, Vacant Structure, 2nd reading and public hearing
Recorder Ninnemann read the following ordinance by title for 2nd reading:

“AN ORDINANCE TO ENACT SECTION 5-16 OF CHAPTER 5 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG, WEST VIRGINIA, TO PROVIDE A VACANT STRUCTURE CODE.”
Mayor Manchester called to order a public hearing. Hearing no comments from the public, he closed the public hearing. Manchester indicated that changes had been made on pages 8 & 9 of the ordinance. The phrase “one time” waiver had been changed to “waiver.” He explained the ordinance now allows for a case by case evaluation and waiver of fees to be made. 
Councilmember Evans made a motion to approve the amendments and the ordinance as amended on second reading. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

Ordinance 219, Rezoning Request, 201 Walnut Street from R1 to OR, second reading

Mayor Manchester announced the petitioner had withdrawn his request for approval of this ordinance on second reading. The ordinance has been withdrawn from consideration.

COMMUNICATION FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Gas Extraction by Fracking In Lewisburg
Councilmember Evans brought up for discussion his concern about the possibility or threat of natural gas drilling and the hydraulic fracturing methods used to capture the gas. He asked City Council to consider as a symbolic gesture a ban on drilling within the city limits. He stated that he felt that Lewisburg would have to bear the costs to keep the City water safe if natural gas drilling and hydraulic fracturing were allowed to happen in the city limits or near the water supply source. He stated the City could not afford the added costs of contaminants if polluted by Frack water. Mayor Manchester agreed to seek information on the matter and to discuss it at the next Public Safety meeting.
America’s Coolest Small Town Contest

Mayor Manchester reminded the citizens of Lewisburg to vote for Lewisburg as America’s Coolest Small Town in an online contest by Budget Travel on www.budgettravel.com. He stated the contest runs through February 11, 2011.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:
Planning Commission Report
Zoning Officer Ken Tubbs reported on the following events of the December 2, 2010 Planning Commission meeting:
·  A site plan review was approved for Valley View Apartments on Monroe Avenue.

· A minor subdivision was approved for 301 Harris Street .

Parks Commission Report

Councilmember Evans reported that no meeting had been held in December.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT:

Police Chief Stover stated because he was concerned about the sale synthetic marijuana sold in the form of incense sometimes called “K2” to school-aged youths. He stated he would like to see a ban on the sale of such incense in the City limits. He stated he would investigate what other municipalities in the state are doing about the issue and would take it to the next Public Safety Committee meeting.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT:

Fire Department Repeater Replacement (UHF Radio Channel)
Chief Pennington stated the Fire Department’s main method of communication between members had broken. He stated the repeater that controls the UHF radio channel needs to be repaired. He noted the Mayor had given him permission to seek estimates to repair the equipment. He stated that until the equipment was repaired, the Department was temporarily communicating via cell phones.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES:

Finance Committee Report

Councilmember White reported on the following events of the December 14, 2010 Finance Committee meeting:

· Chapman Technical Group gave a comprehensive report on the water system.
· One bid was received for the Foster Street grate project in the amount of $54,500 from the Bill Coye Company. The City Engineers indicated they saw no problem accepting the bid. 
Councilmember White made a motion to approve the bid in the amount of $54,500 for the Foster Street grate project. Councilmember Evans seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Councilmember Etten remarked that he felt the project should be paid for from the Stormwater and Contingency funds.

· The Committee recommended approval of the bid to from VFIS to provide the Fire Department liability insurance policy VFIS in an amount not to exceed $18,500. Fire Chief Pennington recommended approval of the bid from VFIS.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the bid from VFIS for the Fire Department Liability Insurance in an amount not to exceed $18,500. Councilmember Evans seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

· Fire Department accident and sickness insurance policy with VFIS. Chief Pennington recommended approval of a policy with VFIS that would cover the career and volunteer firefighters within the same policy. He stated the City would save money by making this change. This would provide life insurance for the volunteers and life insurance and sickness insurance for the career or paid firefighters. Pennington stated that the City could then drop four (4) career fire fighters from the current city health insurance policy and save $350 a year. Councilmember Baldwin asked if the firefighters were okay with this possibility. Pennington answered “yes.”

Councilmember Bowe made a motion to approve the proposal from VFIS for an annual insurance policy covering health insurance and accidental coverage for the career firefighters and accident insurance for the volunteers at a cost not to exceed $17,437. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Public Works Committee Report

Councilmember White reported on the following events of the December 14, 2010 Public Works Committee meeting:
· The Foster Street grate project was discussed.

· The filter at the water plant was repaired and is back in service again.

· The fleet of snow removal vehicles was discussed.

· A timeline of Public Works projects was discussed.

· The downtown water line project was discussed and a timeline of events was distributed. A meeting will be scheduled with the contractors working on the project to set timelines. As well, a meeting will be held with Mountaineer Gas Company to coordinate the replacement of gaslines.
Public Safety Committee Report
No meeting was held.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR CONTINUED:

Volunteer of the Year 2010

Councilmember White made a motion to go into executive session at 8:51 p.m.  to discuss the Volunteer of the Year award for 2010. Councilmember Bowe seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to reconvene into regular session at 8:57 p.m. Councilmember Evans seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

Councilmember Etten made a motion to accept the recommendation made by Mayor Manchester for the Volunteer of the Year. The recipient of the award will be announced on January 1, 2011. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With all in favor the motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT:

Councilmember Bowe made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:58 p.m. Councilmember Evans seconded the  motion. With all in favor the motion carried. 

