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Minutes of City Council

July 19, 2011

Regular Session

The Council of the City of Lewisburg met in regular session on Tuesday, July 19, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chamber located at 942 Washington Street West.

PRESENT: Mayor John Manchester, Recorder Shannon Ninnemann, CMC; Councilmembers: Josh Baldwin, Mark Etten, Joseph Lutz and Beverly White; Public Works Director Mark Carver; Treasurer Susan Honaker, Police Chief Tim Stover and Fire Chief Wayne Pennington.
ABSENT: Councilmember Andrew Evans and Zoning Officer Ken Tubbs. 
 VISITORS: Reporters; Heather Blake of the West Virginia Daily News, Peggy McKenzie of the Mountain Messenger and John Stump. 

CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Manchester called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Recorder Ninnemann gave the invocation and Councilmember White led the pledge of allegiance.
VISITORS REPORT:
No reports were given.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Regular Session June 21, 2011
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the June 21, 2011 Regular Session minutes as presented. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Evans) the motion carried.
Board of Canvass, June 21, 2011
Councilmember White made a motion to approve the June 21, 2011 Board of Canvass Minutes as presented. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Evans) the motion carried.
Organizational Meeting, June 21, 2011
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the June 21, 2011 Organization Special Session minutes as presented. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Evans) the motion carried.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR:

Parks Commission Appointment
Mayor Manchester recommended the appointment of David Beatty, D.O. to a six year term on the Parks Commission which would run from July 20, 2011 until June 30, 2017. Manchester stated that Beatty is interested in helping to create more walk and bike trails.

Councilmember White made a motion to appoint David Beatty, D.O. to a six year term on the Parks Commission which would run from July 20, 2011 until June 30, 2017. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Evans) the motion carried.
ORDINANCES:

Ordinance 223

John Stump, bond counsel with Steptoe and Johnson, stated the bond ordinance authorizes the issuance of $600,000 in water revenue bonds to finance the replacement of the Fairlea water tank. He noted that no action taken by City Council on the first reading is final. Stump said that funding commitments for the bond have not yet been secured because banks are reluctant to hold interest rates for more than 30 days. 
City Recorder Ninnemann read the following Ordinance by title for first reading:

“ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION OF ADDITIONS, BETTERMENTS AND IMPROVEMENTS TO THE WATERWORKS SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG AND THE FINANCING OF THE COST THEREOF, NOT OTHERWISE PROVIDED, THROUGH THE ISSUANCE BY THE CITY OF NOT MORE THAN $600,000 IN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF WATER REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2011 A; PROVIDING FOR THE RIGHTS AND REMEDIES OF AND SECURITY FOR THE REGISTERED OWNERS OF SUCH BONDS; AUTHORIZING EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF ALL DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS; AND AUTHORIZING THE SALE AND PROVIDING FOR THE TERMS AND PROVISIONS OF SUCH BONDS AND ADOPTING OTHER PROVISIONS RELATING THERETO.”

Councilmember White made a motion to approve Ordinance 223 on first reading. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Evans) the motion carried. 
Ordinance 224
Councilmember Etten explained that this water rate increase Ordinance goes hand in hand with the water bond ordinances. He said the City needs revenue in order to pay for the two bonds. He also noted the West Virginia Infrastructure and Jobs Development Council offers lower than market interest rates if Municipal water rates are at one and a half percent of median household income. He said that current Lewisburg rates do not meet that threshold. Etten said the current water plant is 30 years old and operates 19 to 22 hours a days. He stated that optimum design has the plant operating 8 to 10 hours a day instead. Etten stated the new water plant may not be completed for three years but that City Council is trying to prepare for the future needs of the water plant as a regional water provider. 
Mayor Manchester stated the rate increase would be 15.3% across the board.
City Recorder Ninnemann read the following Ordinance by title for first reading:

“AN ORDINANCE SETTING FORTH THE RATES, FEES AND CHARGES FOR SERVICE TO CUSTOMERS OF THE WATER SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG.”

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Ordinance 224 on first reading. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Evans) the motion carried. 

Ordinance 225
Recorder Ninnemann read the following Ordinance by title for first reading:
“ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DESIGN OF ADDITIONS, BETTERMENTS AND IMPROVEMENTS TO THE WATERWORKS SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG AND THE FINANCING OF THE COST THEREOF, NOT OTHERWISE PROVIDED, THROUGH THE ISSUANCE BY THE CITY OF NOT MORE THAN $2,000,000 IN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF WATERWORKS DESIGN REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2011 B; PROVIDING FOR THE RIGHTS AND REMEDIES OF AND SECURITY FOR THE REGISTERED OWNERS OF SUCH BONDS; AUTHORIZING EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF ALL DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS; AND AUTHORIZING THE SALE AND PROVIDING FOR THE TERMS AND PROVISIONS OF SUCH BONDS AND ADOPTING OTHER PROVISIONS RELATING THERETO”
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Ordinance 225 on first reading. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Evans) the motion carried. 

RESOLUTIONS:
Resolution 371
Recorder Shannon Ninnemann read the following Resolution by title for passage:
“RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF LEWISBURG APPROVING INVOICES RELATING TO THE CONSTRUCTION AND OTHER SERVICES FOR THE WATER PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING PAYMENT THEREOF”

Councilmember Etten noted this was draw down #6 for the water line replacement project in the amount of $172,337.20 payable to Mike Enyart & Sons and Chapman Technical Group.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Resolution 371 on passage. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Evans) the motion carried. 

Resolution 372
Recorder Shannon Ninnemann read the following Resolution by title for passage:

“At a regular session of the municipal council held July 19, 2011 the following order was made and entered.

SUBJECT:  The revision of the Levy Estimate (Budget) for the General Fund of the City of Lewisburg.  The following resolution was offered:

RESOLVED:  That subject to approval of the State Auditor as ex officio chief inspector of public office the municipal council does hereby direct the budget be revised PRIOR TO THE EXPENDITURE OR OBLIGATION OF FUNDS FOR WHICH NO APPROPRIATION OR INSUFFICIENT APPROPRIATON CURRENTLY EXISTS., as shown on budget revision number one, a copy of which is entered as part of this record.”

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Resolution 372 upon passage. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Evans) the motion carried. 

Resolution 373
Recorder Shannon Ninnemann read the title of the following resolution for passage:
“At a regular session of the municipal council held July 19, 2011 the following order was made and entered.

SUBJECT:  The revision of the Levy Estimate (Budget) for the Coal Severance Fund of the City of Lewisburg.  The following resolution was offered:

RESOLVED:  That subject to approval of the State Auditor as ex officio chief inspector of public office the municipal council does hereby direct the budget be revised PRIOR TO THE EXPENDITURE OR OBLIGATION OF FUNDS FOR WHICH NO APPROPRIATION OR INSUFFICIENT APPROPRIATON CURRENTLY EXISTS., as shown on budget revision number one, a copy of which is entered as part of this record.”

Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve Resolution 373 for passage. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Evans) the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY COUNCILMEMBERS:

Sister City Presentation

Council member Josh Baldwin brought a sister city presentation for consideration before City Council to explore the possibilities and benefits of developing a relationship with a city in a foreign country.

Baldwin explained that the “Sister City” idea was developed by President Eisenhower as the main "cog" for citizen diplomacy, and that the sister city program grew in the years following World War II as a way to promote peaceful relations between countries. He noted the relationships that have endured, however, were those based on cultural or educational reasons which have developed into numerous lasting friendships. Baldwin said Sister Cities International recommends partnering with a city which shares common goals and projects with Lewisburg as a way to find a good fit for a sister city relationship. He noted that key to all sister city partnerships is community involvement alongside local government officials. Baldwin said, towards that end, the city could find partners in this quest with local organizations such as the Rotary Club, schools, or the Boys Scouts of America, for example. 

Baldwin said that while approaches and attitudes have changed with Sister Cities International, one underlying theme remains - the value of ordinary citizens reaching out to each other globally. Sister City youth programs continue to grow and strengthen, and trade and creative business ventures also offer innovative potentials for exchange. The emphasis has been for a two-way conduit to cultural understanding, putting a human face on the commonality of urban problems. Council agreed to form an informal committee to start the initial steps to research for a potential sister city.
Coolest Small Town Contest Rivals

Mayor Manchester stated that the City of Astoria, OR, who was rival with Lewisburg for the contest recently sent a commerative plate to the Mayor. He noted it was nice gesture of goodwill.
Ronceverte Mutual Aid Agreement
Councilmember Etten stated that the Ronceverte Fire Protection Agreement needs to be extended on an emergency basis because it was not listed on the City Council Agenda. Mayor Manchester noted that the City Administrator for Ronceverte had neglected to place a formal request with the City because she had been out of town.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to extend the Fire Protection Agreement with the City of Ronceverte until the August 2011 City Council meeting with the same terms and conditions. Councilmember White seconded the agreement. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Evans) the motion carried. 
Marcellus Shale Drilling Update
Mayor Manchester stated that drilling in the Marcellus Shale in the State of West Virginia had become a hot issue within the State. He noted that Lewisburg had taken the lead with this issue. He said he had participated in a forum earlier in the month at the State Capital after which the Governor had announced the passage of emergency rules directed toward the DEP. 
Board and Commission Openings

Mayor Manchester announced there were board and commission openings on the Building Commission and Planning Commission. He asked for input from Council on suggestions for appointments.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:
Planning Commission Report

Councilmember Etten reported that no meeting had been held.

Parks Commission Report

Director of Public Works Carver reported that no meeting had been held.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT:

Chief Stover announced traffic plans for the upcoming PGA Tour. He noted that Police officers will be stationed at intersections throughout the city in an effort to minimize traffic congestion during the PGA tournament held in White Sulphur Springs July 25-31.

Officers will be stationed at the Rt. 219/60 intersection, Foster Street, Holt Lane, Wal-Mart, Shoney’s intersection and the I-64 interchanges. During peak traffic times, signal lights may be put on flash mode, especially during the concert nights of Thursday, Friday and Saturday, July 28, 29 and 30. Additionally, there will be limited bus traffic on Court Street in the Graham Addition on concert nights. 

He asked motorists to use caution and care during the week and expect delays during peak traffic times and near concert start times.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT:

Chief Pennington stated he had no report to give.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES:
Finance Committee Report

Councilmember Etten reported on the following events of the July 12, 2011 Finance Committee Meeting:
· Etten stated the Finance Committee had recommended approval of change order #5 for the Radio Read Meter Project. He said the City had been working with the FAA to select a frequency to allow the City to use the radio read meters. He noted the project had been delayed until February 2, 2012.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve change order #5 for the Radio Read Meter Project. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Evans) the motion carried. 

· Etten stated the Finance Committee had recommended approval for the Fire Department to purchase 10 UHF portable radios in the amount of $17,890.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the purchase 10 UHF portable radios in the amount of $17,890 for the Fire Department. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Evans) the motion carried. 

· Etten stated the Finance Committee had recommended approval of the electrical upgrade for the Courtney Street building in the amount of $2,000 to support the newly installed HVAC system.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to approve the electrical upgrade for the Courtney Street building in the amount of $2,000 to support the newly installed HVAC system. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Evans) the motion carried. 

· Etten noted the Finance Committee had recommended approval for the Public Works Department to begin the process to hire a public works employee because a retirement in that department is coming up soon.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to authorize the Public Works Department to begin the hiring process for an employee to replace one that will be retiring. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Evans) the motion carried. 

· Etten stated that City Treasurer Susan Honaker had negotiated with Rod Lowe of Basset and Lowe to prepare the 2011 PSC Report in the amount of $2,400. He said the Finance Committee recommended approval.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to hire Rod Lowe of Basset and Lowe to prepare the 2011 PSC report in the amount of $2,400. Councilmember White seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Evans) the motion carried. 
· Etten said the Finance Committee recommended approval to “write-off” 25 delinquent water accounts in the amount of $2,243.
Councilmember Etten made a motion to “write-off” 25 delinquent water accounts in the amount of $2,243. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Evans) the motion carried. 
Public Works Committee Report

Director of Public Works Carver reported on the following events of the July 12, 2011 Public Works Committee meeting:
· The Monroe Avenue Street widening cost share request by John Wilson was tabled.
· The 2011 Paving list bid open has been scheduled for August 1st.

· Several water project updates were discussed.

· The Route 219 Sidewalk Project connecting the downtown to the area near Walmart is scheduled to begin on the Monday after the State Fair is over.

· The Arbuckle Lane Sidewalk project should be completed soon.

· Based upon an inquiry from Councilmember Baldwin, the Committee recommended changing the time to start the Public Works meeting from 4:30 until 5:00 p.m.

Councilmember White made a motion to change the time of the Public Works meeting from 4:30 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday of each month. Councilmember Baldwin seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Evans) the motion carried. 
Public Safety Committee Report
No meeting was held.

ADJOURNMENT:

Councilmember Lutz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m. Councilmember Etten seconded the motion. With four (4) in favor and one (1) absent (Evans) the motion carried. 
