Water, Sewers, and Sewage

Lewisburg City Code


Water, Sewers, and Sewage

Regarding obstruction of fire hydrants, see chapter 8 of this Code.  Regarding excava​tions generally, see chapter 17.

Article I. City Water System.

Division 1.  Generally.

§19-1

Right of City Council to restrict use of City water to certain purposes.

§19-2

Water rates, billings and enforcement.

§19-3 –19‑22 
Reserved for future legislation.

Division 2.  Construction of New Lines.

§19-23
Permit required; application for permit; plans and specifications; City Council may impose specific requirements.

§19-24

Diameter, composition and quality of pipe.

§19-25
City’s right to inspect materials and work; no back​-filling permitted until City approval obtained.

§19-26
Requirements regarding rights of way and easements; additional rules and regulations authorized.

Article II.  Sewers and Sewage.

Division 1.  Generally.

§19-27

Certain fluids prohibited to sanitary sewers; duty of property owners.

§19-28

City's right to inspect private premises.

Division 2.  Required Toilet Facili​ties and Sewer Connections.

§19-29

Properties to which this division is applicable; duty of property owners.

§19-30

Permit required to use private sanitary sewer disposal system.

§19-31

Leaking sewers prohibited.

§19-32

Depositing sewage, waste, water, etc., on ground prohibited.

§19-33

Duty to keep rest room or toilet facilities in good working order.

Article I.  City Water System.

For State Law regarding authority of City Council to acquire, maintain and operate a water​works system, see WV Code, §8‑12‑5, subsections (32), (33).  Regarding municipal waterworks systems generally, see WV Code, §8‑19‑1 et seq., and see also WV Code, §8‑16‑1 et seq.  Regarding author​ity of State board of health with respect to municipal water supply systems, see WV Code, §16‑1‑9.

 XE "Water System" \t "See City Water System" 

 XE "City Water System:generally" 

 XE "City Water System:water restrictions" 
Division 1.  Generally.

Note - The City provides water ser​vice according to its rules and regulations on file with the public service commission and according to the rules and regulations of the public service commission for the government of water and sewer utilities.

Section 19‑1.  Right of City Council to restrict use of City water to certain purposes.

The City Council reserves the right to limit and curtail the use of water from the City water system when, in its discretion, it deems that such limitation and curtailment is in the best interests of those persons who are dependent upon water from the City water system for their water needs.  The Council may, by legal notice in newspapers of general circulation, supplemented by media announcements and such individual mailings of notice or Council shall elect, to prohibit the use of water from the City water sys​tem for all purposes other than ordinary domestic and business use for consumption, sanitation and hygienic purposes.

It shall be unlawful for any person to use water from the City water system for any purpose prohibited by the City Council as provided in this section.

 XE "City Water System:rates, billing and eforcement" Section 19‑2.  Water rates, billings and enforcement.

(A)
Rates.  All persons using or consuming water taken from City mains shall pay for such service in accordance with the tariff from time to time fixed by the Council and filed with the public service commission of West Virginia.

Note - The current schedule of rates is on file in the office of the Recorder and a true copy thereof is on file in the office of the State public service com​mission.

(B)
Discontinuance of service upon nonpayment of water bill.  The City is hereby authorized to discontinue the supply of water to any consumer who fails to pay water bills as required; provided, that the City shall not discontinue the water supply of any consumer for failure to pay bills without the City Recorder first having diligently tried to induce the consumer to pay such bills and until after at least twenty‑four hours written notice to the consumer.

(C)
Liability of landlord for delinquency of tenant.  The City is hereby authorized to collect from any person owning property on which water taken from City mains is used or consumed the cost of water furnished to any occupant or tenant of such property and not paid for by the tenant or occupant; provided, that the owner shall not become liable for the cost of water to any tenant or occupant until the City Recorder shall have diligently tried to induce such tenant or occupant to pay for same and until after at least sixty days from the date of billing.

 (D)
Refusal of service to property when bill unpaid for other property under same ownership.  Any person owning or occupying pro​perty in the City on which water taken from City mains is used or consumed for which there are unpaid water bills outstanding may, within the discretion of the Mayor or the City Council, be refused future water service at any other location served by City water until such bills are paid.

Sections 19‑3 through 19‑22.  Reserved for future legislation.

Division 2.  Construction of New Lines.

Section 19‑23.  Permit required; application for permit; plans and specifications; City Council may impose specific requirements.

 XE "City Water System:connecting to city water" 
Any person desiring to construct a water line beyond the then​ existing City lines, and connect it to the City water system, shall first make application to the City Council for its approval of such construction and connection, and he shall not proceed with any such construction or make any such connection to the City water system until such approval has been obtained.  This application shall be made in the form of a letter outlining the proposed project and accompanied by detailed plans and specifications which shall contain all information pertinent to the design and construction of the proposed water system.  Two copies of the plans and specifications must be submitted.  Both copies thereof, if approved by the City Council, shall be signed by the Mayor and one copy thereof shall be returned to the applicant and the other copy thereof shall be filed in the office of the City Recorder.  In general, the design and construction of all water lines shall comply with sound recognized engineering practices and water line construction standards.  The City Council reserves the right to invoke any requirements which are deemed necessary for the protection of the property owners served and the satisfactory operation, and future maintenance, of the City water system.

Section 19‑24.  Diameter, composition and quality of pipe.

 XE "City Water System:quality of pipe" 
All water lines shall have an inside diameter of at least four inches.  Larger sizes may be required where possible future development indicates they are needed.  The water line pipe shall be asbestos cement pipe or such other material as the City Council may accept and approve.

No old or used water line pipe shall be used for water lines unless passed upon and accepted by an authorized representative of the City Council.

Section 19‑25.  City's right to inspect materials and work; no back-​filling permitted until City approval obtained.

 XE "City Water System:city's right to inspect materials" 
The City Council reserves the right to inspect all materials and work at any time during the progress of any project.  No water line or fire hydrant excavations shall be back filled without the prior inspection and approval of the City Council or its authorized representative.

Section 19‑26.  Requirements regarding rights of way and easements; additional rules and regulations authorized.

 XE "City Water System:rights of ways, easements" (A)
All water line extensions shall be made in recognized street or alley rights of way or under rights of way or easements especially dedicated for water line construction.  Where water lines are constructed in rights of way other than streets or alleys, the builder thereof shall furnish the City Council with legal rights of way agreements conveying these rights of way, to the City of Lewisburg, as hereinafter provided.  The width of such rights of way shall be at least five feet on either side of the centerline of the water main.

(B)
After satisfactory completion of the construction of each water line extension, if then within the City corporate limits, or upon the subdivision or development in which such water line exten​sion has been constructed being taken into the City, the builder or owner, either or both as may be required by the City, of such water extension shall, by appropriate instrument, convey the ownership of the water line and the necessary rights of way therefore, to the City of Lewisburg, for future maintenance and operation. All such water lines shall be subject to all rules and regulations applicable to the Lewisburg water system, including the obligation to pay the prevailing rates for water used, from the time the water line extensions are placed in service.

Article II.  Sewers and Sewage.

For State Law regarding authority of City to establish and maintain a sewer system and sewage treatment and disposal system and to acquire property necessary therefore, see WV Code, §§8‑12‑5, subsections (32), (33), 8‑18‑1, 16‑13‑1.  Regarding authority of City to levy assessments for sewer improvements and to regulate sewer con​nections, see WV Code, §8‑18‑1 et seq.  Regarding municipal sewage works and sanitary districts, see WV Code, 016‑13‑1 et seq.  Regarding extraterritorial jurisdiction of City for purposes of this chapter, see WV Code, §8‑12‑19, and see also WV Code, §8‑12‑5, subsection (43). Regarding authority of City to make "low cost improvements," including construction, repairing, etc., storm, sanitary and combined sewers, see WV Code, §8‑17-​1 et seq.

Division 1.  Generally.

 XE "City Water System:fluids prohibited" 
Section 19‑27.  Certain fluids prohibited to sanitary sewers; duty of property owners.

It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge or cause to be discharged any storm water, surface water, ground water, roof runoff, subsurface drainage, cooling water or unpolluted indus​trial or commercial process waters to the sanitary sewer system serving this City.

 XE "City Water System:fluids prohibited" The owner of each house, building or premises used for human occupancy, employment, recreation or any other purpose, situate within the City or utilizing any portion of the sanitary sewer system, is hereby required, at his own expense, to eliminate from such sanitary sewer system all storm water, surface water, ground water, roof runoff, subsurface drainage, cooling water or unpol​luted industrial or commercial process waters entering the sani​tary sewer system from his property, within one hundred twenty days after date of notice by certified mail from the City to do so.

Section 19‑28.  City's right to inspect private premises.

 XE "City Water System:city’s right to inspect private premises" 
The superintendent of public works and other officers who may be designated from time to time by the City Council may, in their discretion, enter upon private property which is served by the sanitary system of the City and, at reasonable times and upon reasonable notice to such property owners that such entry is to be made, and in a reasonable manner, physically inspect such property and conduct test including but not limited to smoke and dye tests for the purpose of enforcing and carrying out the prohibitions and requirements specified in this article.

Division 2.  Required Toilet Facili​ties and Sewer Connections.

For State Law regarding required connection of buildings to public sanitary sewers, see WV Code, §8‑18‑22.

Section 19‑29.  Properties to which this division is applicable; duty of property owners.

 XE "City Water System:duty of property owners" 
Every building or other structure used as a dwelling or within which persons are employed or congregate shall be equipped with rest room or toilet facilities.  Every such structure situate within two hundred feet of a public sanitary sewer and water main shall be connected with the public sewer and all sewage from such structure shall empty into the sewer. It shall be unlawful for any property owner to construct or to maintain a building or other structure in which rest rooms or toilet facilities are required as herein set forth without such rest rooms or toilet facilities and it shall also be unlawful for any such property owner to maintain a building in which rest rooms or toilets are available without connecting the sewers from such building to the public sewer as herein required.

Within ninety days after a public sanitary sewer and water main are constructed to a point within two hundred feet of any such building or structure, the owner thereof shall cause it to be connected to the public sanitary sewer and his failure so to do shall constitute a violation of this section.

Section 19‑30.  Permit required to use private sanitary sewer disposal system.

 XE "City Water System:private sewer system permits" 
It shall be unlawful for any person to construct, use or maintain a private sanitary sewer disposal system within this City without first securing a permit from the superintendent of public works for the construction, use or maintenance thereof.  The superintendent shall not grant such permit unless the pro​perty to be served is situate more than two hundred feet from the nearest public sanitary sewer and water main and unless the pri​vate sanitary sewer disposal system has been approved by the proper official of the Greenbrier County department of health.

Section 19‑31.  Leaking sewers prohibited.

 XE "City Water System:leaking sewers prohibited" 
It shall be unlawful for any property owner to permit the escape of sewage from his property onto adjoining public or private property.  Every such property owner shall be responsible for maintaining the sewer line or lines run from his property to the public sanitary sewer and shall promptly cause any such line or lines to be replaced or repaired, should the same be broken or leaking.

Section 19‑32.  Depositing sewage, waste water, etc., on ground prohibited.

 XE "City Water System:depositing sewage" 
It shall be unlawful for any person to empty or to cause to be emptied or to permit to flow upon the surface of the ground any sewage or other fluids or liquids containing human excrement or any other household slops or other putrescible fluids or liquids.

Section 19‑33.  Duty to keep rest room or toilet facilities in good working order.

 XE "City Water System:rest room/toilet maintenance" 
It shall be the duty of every property owner to maintain the rest room or toilet facilities within the building or struc​ture owned by him in good working order and, in the event the rest room or toilet facilities become damaged, obstructed or useless, to immediately repair it.
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