The City of Lewisburg Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

April 7, 2011

Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers
The City of Lewisburg Planning Commission met in regular session on Thursday, April 7, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. The Commission then reassembled in the green space at Washington and Jefferson Streets near the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers due to power outage at Lewisburg City Hall, 942 Washington Street, West, Lewisburg, WV.

PRESENT: President John Richardson; Vice-President Mark Etten; Mayor John Manchester; Zoning Officer Ken Tubbs; Commission members Pat Baker, Linda Terek Ball, Greg Allman, Jim Simpson and Planning Commissioner Angela Blair; Recording Officer Toni Ogden.

ABSENT: Commission member Mike Dotson.

VISITORS: Tina Alvey, Wells Friedman, Matt Carver, Joe Thomas, Todd Lang, Bill Looney, Jennifer Hicks, Craig Stilwell, Barbara Phillips, Phillip McLaughlin, Jim Morgan.

CALL TO ORDER: President John Richardson called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.

City National Bank, corner of Jefferson Street and Piercy Drive, Greenbrier County Tax Map, Book 531, Page 131; site plan review, public hearing.

Zoning Officer Ken Tubbs stated that City National Bank’s site plan was for a 1.5 acre tract of which only 1 acre is to be developed at this time for a 46,000 square foot building. He stated that the site plan by Appalachian Engineering meets all requirements for storm water as verbally approved by Stafford Engineering. Zoning Officer Tubbs further stated that parking, stacking and landscaping meet city codes and regulations including the photometrics. He stated that the ground sign for the bank meets all requirements for square footage, height and set-backs. 

President John Richardson opened the meeting to public comment at 7:25 p.m. Bill Looney, President of Appalachian Engineering & Surveying, Inc. stated that the injection permit for the original Wal- Greens project for that site had expired but that City National would resubmit an injection permit to the state and anticipated no problems as the newly calculated storm water figures are virtually the same as the original figures for the Wal Greens site plan and its expired injection permit. Looney stated that with the advent of good weather construction can start right away and be finished in six months time.

Joe Thomas and Matt Carver, representing the Lewisburg Fire Department, reviewed the site plan and stated that it met the City’s requirements for turn-around on the property for emergency vehicles, but that the Fire Department would like to see another hydrant installed near the entrance to the new bank. Thomas further stated that the six or eight inch line that runs under Piercy Drive is sufficient to accomodate another hydrant. Executive Vice-President of City Holding Craig Stilwell stated that City National Bank would be glad to install another fire hydrant. 

Commission member Pat Baker inquired if City National Bank was planning to install sidewalks and if so where they would be. Zoning Officer Tubbs stated that a sidewalk is planned from the entrance to Hunter Lane, down the length of Piercy Drive to Jefferson. Commission member Pat Baker stated she would also like to see a sidewalk installed along Jefferson Street that would join up with the proposed sidewalk connecting the downtown to the Wal Mart shopping center. Stilwell stated that the State owns the right of way along Jefferson. Commission member Allman enquired if there were any curb cuts to Rt. 219. Stilwell stated that there were not. Commission member Linda Terek Ball enquired as to the location of the injection well. Stilwell stated that the injection well is actually off site of the bank property and that the well is the responsibility of Wal Mart, that the bank is responsible for getting their storm water to the site of the injection well.

President Richardson closed the public comment section at 7:32 p.m. Mayor John Manchester noted that a Certificate of Occupancy can not be issued the bank until the new injection permit is approved. 

Vice-President Mark Etten made a motion to approve the site plan with two contingencies:

that a new fire hydrant be installed near the entrance to the property, and that the new injection permit receive State approval. Commission member Ball seconded the motion. With eight (8) in favor and one absent, the motion carried.

Todd Lang, 605 South Jefferson Street, conditional use permit for a duplex in an R-1 Zone; public hearing.
Todd Lang presented the application. Zoning Officer Tubbs stated that the property under discussion had operated as a duplex before the City’s new zoning regulations were adopted in 1994, without the owner having applied for or received a conditional use permit. Zoning Officer Tubbs further stated that the property exceeds the lot size required for a conditional use exception in an R-1 zone. He further stated that there was adequate parking and other apartment complexes exist in the immediate area. 

Lang stated that the building is unoccupied at the moment and that there were a few details to take care of before he would seek a Certificate of Occupancy and that he is working with Zoning Officer Tubbs towards that goal. Lang further stated that he is enhancing public safety by adding two off-street parking spaces on the property.

President Richardson opened the meeting to public comment at 7:45 p.m. As there was no input from the public, President Richardson closed the public comment section at 7:46 p.m. Mayor Manchester made a motion that the Planning Commission recommend to City Council that they approve the conditional use permit for the duplex, noting that the conditional use permit would reside with the physical property and not with the owner of the property. Commission member Baker seconded the motion. With eight (8) in favor and one (1) absent, the motion carried.

Jim Morgan, Jr., 201 Walnut Street, Greenbrier County Tax Map, 19 Parcel 48, Minor Subdivision, public hearing

James Morgan presented the application. Zoning Officer Tubbs stated that Morgan had satisfied all the requirements and provisions for a minor subdivision.

President Richardson opened the public comment period at 7:53. As there were no comments from the public, President Richardson closed the public comment section at 7:54.

Commission member Jim Simpson made a motion to approve the application for a minor sub-division as presented. Mayor Manchester seconded the motion. With eight (8) in favor and one (1) absent, the motion carried.

John Hirt, 217 East Washington Street, Book 534, Greenbrier County Tax Map, Page 865, Site Plan Review, public hearing
Wells Friedman presented the application for The Livery, a restaurant to be constructed on the approximate footprint of the demolished Winkler building. Zoning Officer Tubbs stated that the property is zoned CC and that there would be no changes to the storm water plan; Terradon Corporation had stated that there would be less than 2% difference in storm water run off from the original Winkler building. Zoning Officer Tubbs stated that the matter of partial closing of Kirkpatrick Lane to vehicular traffic was coming before City Council for approval, and that details of this site plan were contingent upon that approval. Zoning Officer Tubbs stated that Hirt’s project had been approved by the Historic Landmarks Commission, but that Hirt must return to the HLC for final approval of certain details of the new construction. Fireman Thomas stated that fire protection is adequate and there are plenty of hydrants around the immediate area. 

President Richardson opened the hearing to public comment at 8:05 p.m. As there was none, President Richardson closed the public comment period at 8:06 p.m.

Commission member Simpson made a motion to approve the site plan application with the contingency that City Council approves the partial closing of Kirkpatrick Lane. If the proposal to close Kirkpatrick Lane were to fail, Hirt must return and submit another Site Plan Review. Mayor Manchester seconded the motion. With eight (8) in favor and one (1) absent, the motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

March 3, 2011
Vice-President Etten made a motion to table the approval of the March 3 minutes. Mayor Manchester seconded the motion. With eight (8) in favor and one (1) absent, the motion carried.

COMMUNICATION FROM MEMBERS:

President Richardson stated that the next meeting of the Planning Commission would be on May 5, 2011 with a deadline of April 15, 2011.
ADJOURNMENT: 

Due to lack of daylight, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Toni Ogden, Recording Officer

