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The City of Lewisburg

Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

May 6, 2010

Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers

The City of Lewisburg Planning Commission met Thursday, May 6, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at Lewisburg City Hall, 119 West Washington Street, Lewisburg, WV

PRESENT: President John Schriefer, Vice President John Richardson, Mayor Manchester, Commission Members, Pat Baker and Jim Simpson; City Council Representative Mark Etten, Zoning Officer Ken Tubbs and City Recorder Shannon Ninnemann.

ABSENT: Commission members; Linda Terek Ball, Angela Blair and Glenn Singer. 

VISITORS: Tina Alvey of the Beckley Register Herald, Heather Blake of the West Virginia Daily News;  

CALL TO ORDER: President Schriefer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Edward S. Yarid, 214 S. Jefferson Street, Minor subdivision- Public Hearing
Edward Yarid presented an application for a Minor Subdivision for a lot line adjustment at 214 S. Jefferson Street.  Zoning Officer Ken Tubbs stated the lot line adjustment would help clear up a structure encroachment across the property line. 
Tubbs noted that letters had been sent certified return receipt to the adjoining property owners. He indicated he had not received any comments from the adjoining property owners. He stated that Yarid had met all the Zoning requirements. Tubbs said that a garage on the property will be demolished but that even after demolition the setback will still be considered nonconforming. 

President Schriefer called a public hearing to order. Hearing no comments from the public he closed the hearing.

Commission member Manchester made a motion to approve the application for a minor subdivision at 214 South Jefferson Street as presented. Commission member Etten seconded the motion. With six (6) in favor and three (3) absent (Ball, Blair and Singer) the motion carried.

Robert’s Antiques, 120 East Washington Street, Conditional Use Permit

Zoning Officer Ken Tubbs stated that Robbie Hamilton had presented an application for a conditional use permit to allow alcoholic beverages to be served outside on a deck behind the building. He noted the permit will allow consumption of alcoholic beverages outside the building.  He said the Lewisburg Historic Landmark Commission approved the application to construct a deck. He noted if the conditional use permit is approved by the Planning Commission, it will go before City Council for approval. 
	Tubbs stated the applicant had presented evidence that the requested permit will not:

	

	
	
	1.
	Endanger the public health and safety; or

	
	
	
	

	
	
	2.
	Injure the value of adjoining or abutting property; or

	
	
	
	

	
	
	3.
	Be out of harmony with the area in which it is to be located; or

	
	
	
	

	
	
	4.
	Be out of conformity with the official community plan.


Tubbs also stated the lot was located in a CC zoning designation.  Commission member Etten stated he would like to see screening placed around the deck. Commission member Manchester asked what the hours of operation would be.  Hamilton answered 6:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. Tubbs stated the deck would only be one step off the ground in height. Etten stated that placing planter boxes around the perimeter of the deck would suffice for screening.  John Mathena, the contractor for the project, stated that the plans call for rails to be built around the deck. He noted this had been approved by the Historic Landmark Commission and that the rails would provide screening of anyone sitting on the deck.  Tubbs stated the rails would make the deck 36” in height and that if a person were sitting on the deck that would provide some screening. Etten stated he would like to see flower boxes used to break up the visual view. He noted that the Tutoring Center was nearby and that the hours of operation for the two establishments would have some overlap. Manchester asked if access to the parking lot could be gained from the deck. Mathena answered, “Yes.” 
President Schriefer called the public hearing to order. Hearing no comment from the public, he closed the public hearing.

Commission member Etten made a motion to recommend approval of a conditional use permit to allow consumption of alcohol outside the premises at 120 East Washington Street with the stipulation that flower boxes be used on the deck to provide screening. Commission member Baker seconded the motion.   Commission member Etten withdrew his motion and Baker withdrew her second.
Commission member Etten made a motion to recommend approval of a conditional use permit to allow consumption of wine and beer outside the premises at 120 East Washington Street with the stipulation that flower boxes be used on the deck to provide screening. Commission member Baker seconded the motion. With six (6) in favor and three (3) absent (Ball, Blair and Singer) the motion carried.

Ann Bell, 101 East Foster Street, Rezoning OR to CC

Ann Bell presented an application to rezone 101 East Foster Street from OR to CC. Zoning Officer Ken Tubbs stated that letters had been sent certified return receipt to the adjoining property owners. He indicated he had not received any comments from the adjoining property owners. He said the property is presently zoned OR and that Bell is requesting to have it rezoned CC.  He also indicated the properties to the west and north are also zoned CC and would be contiguous with CC.  Bell stated the property will be used as a design studio having the occasionally retail customer.
President Schriefer called a public hearing to order. Hearing no comments from the public, the hearing was closed. 

Commission member Etten asked what other uses are permissible in a CC zoning designation. Etten read from the Zoning Ordinance and answered that a laundry mat, storage facility, restaurant, bowling alley, exercise facility and pool hall were some of the uses allowed. Etten stated that some of the uses were a non issue because of the small size of the lot.  Bell noted that under her ownership, the other uses would not happen.

Commission member Simpson made a motion to approve the rezoning and recommend its approval to City Council as presented. Commission member Baker seconded the motion. With six (6) in favor and three (3) absent (Ball, Blair and Singer) the motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

March 4, 2010

Commission member Baker made a motion to approve the March 4, 2010 Planning Commission minutes as amended. Commission member Richardson seconded the motion. With five (5) in favor, one (1) abstention and three (3) absent (Ball, Blair and Singer) the motion carried.

April 1, 2010

Commission member Baker made a motion to approve the April 1, 2010 Planning Commission minutes as amended. Commission member Etten seconded the motion. With six (6) in favor and three (3) absent (Ball, Blair and Singer) the motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM MEMBERS:

Commission member Etten asked if the landscape screening that has been planted at the new Fairfield Inn and Suites met the requirements as set forth in the Lewisburg Zoning Ordinance. He noted that the motion Commission member Singer made at the meeting approving the application does not indicate how far apart the shrubs used in the landscape screening have to be. He said he was surprised at how little screening had been planted between the Fairfield Inn and Suites and the nearby Family Refuge Center. Zoning Officer Tubbs stated that the hotel’s site plan called for white pine. He said he noticed they had planted Leyland Cypress at 8 foot centers instead.
The next working session to review Chapter 11 of the new Zoning Ordinance has been scheduled for May 19 at 5:30 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT: Commission member Baker made a motion to adjourn at 8:05 p.m. Commission member Manchester seconded the motion. With six (6) in favor and three (3) absent (Ball, Blair and Singer) the motion carried.
