The City of Lewisburg Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

December 2, 2010

Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers

The City of Lewisburg Planning Commission met in regular session on Thursday, December 2, 2010 at 7:00 pm in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers located at Lewisburg City Hall, 119 W. Washington Street, Lewisburg, WV.

PRESENT: President John Richardson; Mayor John Manchester; Planning Commissioner Angela Blair; Zoning Officer Ken Tubbs; Commission members Greg Allman, Mike Dotson, Linda Terek Ball, Jim Simpson; Recording Officer Toni Ogden.
ABSENT: Vice-President Mark Etten; Commission member Pat Baker.

VISITORS: John Wilson, Denise Clark Sizemore, Barbara Hall, Faye Yates, Kathy Wilcox, Phil Reed, Robert Richardson.

CALL TO ORDER: President John Richardson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Site Plan Review and public hearing, Valley View Apartments, Monroe Avenue
Officer Ken Tubbs stated that John Wilson is presenting a Site Plan for Valley View Apartments which will occupy a 1.6 acre tract on Monroe Avenue behind the new-construction Med Care Express. Officer Tubbs noted that the proposed apartment complex had been twice approved but never acted on. Zoning Officer Tubbs stated the complex would consist of six structures containing twelve Single Family Attached units, each unit occupying one story and approximately 930 sq. ft. with two bedrooms and two baths. He further stated that all requirements for R2 zoning formula (number of units, number of parking spaces - including one handicapped accessible, screened trash collection areas, landscaping, pervious parking surface) have been met or exceeded with the exception of the lighting plan photo metrics which were not available for this meeting; the site requires minimal grading. Zoning Officer Tubbs stated that Fire Chief Wayne Pennington had inspected the site plan and found the turning radius for emergency vehicles on the property, as well as the second hydrant that is being installed on the property in compliance with City Fire Code. Zoning Officer Tubbs stated that Terradon has developed a storm water management plan whereby storm water on the site, as well as storm water that flows onto the site from adjacent properties, will be handled by two injection wells on the site. He further stated that Stafford Engineering’s evaluation of the storm water management plan found it to be in compliance with the City’s Storm Water Ordinance.











President John Richardson opened the hearing to public comment. Several Monroe Avenue residents were present: Faye Yates stated her concern that the increase in traffic on the one lane road would cause danger for neighborhood children at play; Denise Sizemore stated that she was representing her mother whose property fronts the one lane road. Sizemore stated her concern that the road would be made a two lane to accommodate increased traffic and that would take a portion of her mother’s yard. Mayor John Manchester stated that Monroe Avenue is not a through street and is not on the paving schedule. He also stated that keeping Monroe Avenue a one lane road naturally slows vehicular traffic.

President Richardson closed the public comment period. Commission member Mike Dotson stated that the lighting plan still needed to be approved. Mayor Manchester stated that the time line for submitting the lighting plan was ten days. 

Commission member Jim Simpson made a motion to approve the Valley View Apartment Site Plan contingent on Zoning Officer Tubbs’s approval of the site’s lighting plan. Commission member Greg Allman seconded the motion. With seven (7) in favor and two (2) absent the motion carried. 

Minor Subdivision, Martha O’Brien Estate, 301 Harris Street

(from tabled action on April 3, 2008)
Mayor Manchester made a motion to remove from the table the matter of the Minor Subdivision, Martha O’Brien Estate. Commission member Linda Ball seconded the motion. With seven (7) in favor and two (2) absent, the motion carried.

Zoning Officer Tubbs summarized the history behind the motion being presented for a Minor Subdivision of the Martha O’Brien Estate which fronts both Echols Lane and Harris Street, with the primary existent house having a Harris Street address. He stated the lot line adjustment requested is for the purpose of dividing the property among heirs in accordance with the wishes of the estate. 

Zoning Officer Tubbs stated that because of existing structures on the O’Brien property, a new survey lot line adjustment was done to reflect 1994 Zoning Ordinance dealing with set backs to prevent non-conformance of the existent structures. He further stated that the new survey of the two lots being created met all R1 requirements for set backs and dimensions of lots. Zoning Officer Tubbs stated that when the issue came before the Planning Commission  in April 2008 a question arose regarding existing 10' alleys that were mapped when the subdivision was first plated and recorded in the early 1900's, as the original Martha O’Brien house sits right on such an alley way. He further stated that after a public hearing was held, the matter was tabled without a vote pending a decision by City Council on the alley ways. Zoning Officer Tubbs stated that in November 2010, City Council, after several tabled meetings and legal actions by the City’s Attorney, agreed to close those alley ways that directly affected the Martha O’Brien property. Zoning Officer Tubbs stated that the proposal presently before the Planning Commission meets all 4 points of a Minor Subdivision lot line adjustment required by the City of Lewisburg and that no roads or utilities would be affected. Commission member Simpson clarified that the sole purpose of this December 2nd meeting was to create lots solely for the purpose of planning zoning and city compliance and did not have anything to do with ownership.

Mayor Manchester made a motion to approve the minor subdivision of the Martha O’Brien estate as presented and mapped on February 22, 2008. Commission member Ball seconded the motion. With seven (7) in favor and two (2) absent, the motion carried.
Approval of Minutes:

November 4, 2010
Mayor Manchester made a motion to table the minutes of November 4, 2010 so as to consider those in hard copy form along with hard copies provided of previously tabled September 2 and October 7 meetings. Commission member Dotson seconded the motion. With seven (7) in favor and two (2) absent, the motion carried.

Communication From Members:

Mayor Manchester stated that he and Zoning Officer Tubbs were working on the Subdivision Regulations and would report on those at the next Planning Commission meeting.

Adjournment:

Mayor Manchester made a motion that the meeting be adjourned. Planning Commissioner Angela Blair seconded the motion. With seven (7) in favor and two (2) absent, the motion carried. President Richardson adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Toni Ogden, Recording Officer

