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The City of Lewisburg Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

December 1, 2011

Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers

The City of Lewisburg Planning Commission met in regular session Thursday, December 1, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers at Lewisburg City Hall, 942 Washington Street, West, Lewisburg, WV.

PRESENT: Mayor John Manchester; Zoning Officer Ken Tubbs; Commission members Greg Allman, Pat Baker, Angela Blair, Mike Dotson and Mike Adelman and City Recorder Shannon Ninnemann.

ABSENT: President Mark Etten, Commission members, Florian Schleiff and Jim Simpson.

VISITORS: John Wilson, Orvetta Fitzwater, Bonnie Lightner, Linda Terek Ball, Bill Talbot, Phil Gainer and Criss Haynes.

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Manchester, as acting Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Site Plan Review, 428 North Jefferson Street, Greenbrier Motors

Criss Haynes, civil engineer acting as an agent for Greenbrier Motors presented a site plan for review to construct a 60’ x 80’ 4,800 square foot prefabricated metal building on the current graveled lot. Haynes noted the drainage system on the site had been previously constructed and approved. Haynes said the drainage pond was more than adequate to handle any additional runoff. He stated that a 1660 square foot asphalt driveway was going to be added and that electricity was already on the site. 
Zoning Officer Ken Tubbs stated that all the proper paperwork, forms and return receipts had been filed and submitted. Commission member Baker asked if any lights were going to be installed. Haynes answered “no.” He also stated that the existing natural vegetation was going to be left in place which would provide for a 10’-15’ buffer strip of vegetation between the residential zone and the new site. 
Acting Chairperson, John Manchester called a public hearing to order at 7:17 p.m. on the site plan review. Lewisburg resident Linda Terek Ball stated that she believed that Criss Haynes who is also the chairman of the Lewisburg Storm water committee had the storm water in order.

Acting Chairperson, Manchester closed the public hearing at 7:19 p.m.

Commission member Baker made a motion to approve the site plan review for 428 North Jefferson Street as presented with the provision that if any lighting were added to the site plan it be downward facing in style. Commission member Adelman seconded the motion. With six (6) in favor and three (3) absent (Etten, Schlieff & Simpson) the motion carried. 

Minor Subdivision, 404 North Jefferson Street
(Greenbrier County tax map 16 parcel 26), Bill Lewis Motors
John Wilson, acting as an agent for Bill Lewis Motors, presented an application for a minor subdivision at 404 North Jefferson Street. Wilson noted the parcel is currently zoned residential. He stated that Bill Lewis Motors had agreed to sell one acre at the back of the property to Wilson. He stated he has plans to build 14 apartment units which will be accessed from Monroe Avenue across the adjacent property he currently owns. 
He said that he plans to extend a sidewalk from the apartments to the Robert C. Byrd Clinic for any medical students who may rent an apartment. He also noted he planned to save the existing pine trees as a buffer. 
Zoning Officer Ken Tubbs stated that the requirements for a minor subdivision had been submitted by Wilson. He noted the parcel was located along a public road, that a survey had been prepared and that all the adjoining property owners had been notified 7 days prior to the hearing and that a letter had been sent to the Mayor requesting a hearing for the site plan review. 

Commission member Allman stated that Lewisburg needed more rental units. He noted that Wilson had done a good job with the previous apartments that he had constructed. Commission member Baker asked where the sidewalks he planned to construct would go. Wilson answered they would go to the edge of the Robert C. Byrd Clinic parking lot. Wilson stated that he was only applying for a minor subdivision and did not have a final plan yet. 

Lewisburg resident Phil Gainer asked if the apartment units could be considered a planned development. Wilson stated that the apartments would have to go through the same site plan review process that his last apartment buildings did. Zoning Officer Tubbs answered that the apartments were not considered a planned development and that the apartments met the requirements for setbacks for an R2 zone. Gainer asked to see the survey. Tubbs showed it to him.
Lewisburg resident Linda Terek Ball stated she was happy to hear that Wilson was going to put in a sidewalk and save the pine trees. She stated that Osteopathic school students who rent apartments from Wilson which are near the new location currently walk through yards to get to the school. She noted the new sidewalk would help alleviate trespassing issues. She stated she hoped the school could extend the sidewalk from the parking lot to the school.

Commission member Dotson made a motion to approve the minor subdivision at 404 North Jefferson Street (Greenbrier County tax map 16 parcel 26) for Bill Lewis Motors. Commission member Adelman seconded the motion. With six (6) in favor and three (3) absent (Etten, Schleiff & Simpson) the motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

November 3, 2011 

Commission member Dotson made a motion to approve the November 3, 2011 minutes as presented. Commission member Adelman seconded the motion. With five (5) in favor, one (1) abstention (Adelman) and three (3) absent (Etten, Schleiff & Simpson) the motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM MEMBERS:
Mayor Manchester stated he planned to contact Planner, Jim Woods during the week of December 5-9, 2011 about the Zoning Ordinance update.

ADJOURNMENT:
Commission member Adelman made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m. Commission member Baker seconded the motion. With six (6) in favor and three (3) absent (Etten, Schleiff & Simpson) the motion carried. 

